
A Better World 
is Possible 
Scotland’s Role in Global Justice

Collecting water from well
provided by SCIAF, Ethiopia



Around us, vital development spending is 
in retreat just as global need is growing. 
After years of progress in reducing poverty, 
achieving sustainable development goals 
and building institutions to manage 
conflicts, all three are now under threat. 
The rules of war and international law are 
being torn apart in conflicts from Gaza to 
Sudan to Ukraine; and the worsening climate 
crisis is destroying livelihoods and driving 
people from their homes. Low-income 
countries are held back from the possibility 
of future prosperity by unjust global debts 
and a global financial architecture which 
puts profit ahead of people. Together, these 
forces threaten to unravel decades of hard-
won progress. 

In moments of crisis, it is easy to retreat into despair 
or apathy. These are often used as tools to blunt 
progress and convince us that nothing can change. 
Yet hope itself is radical. It is rooted in our belief in the 
dignity of every human and in the responsibility of the 
powerful to act in the name of the powerless.

Scots have a proud record of standing on the right 
side of history: from abolishing slavery, to advancing 
workers’ rights, to championing climate reparations 
on the global stage. We know what it means to act 
with moral purpose, even when the challenges are 
daunting. SCIAF believes Scotland can once again 
demonstrate that leadership in 2026. When the forces 
of greed, self-interest and cruel indifference to others 
try to take hold, the next Scottish Government should 
stick by the traditional values of compassion and the 
pursuit of the common good.

The proposals in this document are rooted in that 
spirit. They are practical steps that will make a 
tangible difference to the lives of the world’s poorest 
and most vulnerable people, while also building a 
fairer, more sustainable Scotland.

●	 Proudly Re-Commit to International Aid 
	 Spending: the next Scottish Government should 
	 maintain its commitment to £15m per year for the 
	 International Development Fund (IDF) and bring up 
	 the Climate Justice Fund (CJF) to match this £15m 
	 per year. The Humanitarian Emergency Fund (HEF) 
	 should be significantly increased, given the scale 
	 of the need internationally. Crucially, this funding 
	 should be restricted to charities, not go to ‘profit 
	 organisations’. An “aid match” scheme should 
	 be established which would see Government match 
	 Scottish public donations to specific appeals – 
	 helping communicate the good work and build the 
	 case for aid amongst the Scottish public.

●	 Double-Down on Climate Commitments: the next 
	 Scottish Government should focus on implementing 
	 bold policies to achieve Scotland’s net-zero 
	 commitments as quickly as possible, by 2045 at 
	 the absolute latest. The science and economics 
	 of this tells us the sooner we do this, the more 
	 cost-effective it will be. A managed, just and fast 
	 transition is a win-win. In practice, this means no 
	 new oil and gas licences, a rapid and just transition 
	 away from fossil fuels towards a green economy, 
	 and urgent investment in green behaviours. 
	 By getting on track at home, the next Scottish 
	 Government can maintain its position of climate 
	 leadership internationally, especially on the issue 
	 of Loss and Damage. By establishing a Centre 
	 of Excellence in Scotland on Loss and Damage, 
	 the next Government can ensure Scotland 
	 continues to stand up for the world’s poorest 
	 on the global stage.

●	 Utilise Scotland’s Soft Power: Scotland has 
	 a huge global reputation, thanks to its history, 
	 its culture, and its contemporary politics, it has 
	 a reputation for championing justice, for innovation 
	 and for its internationalism. The next Scottish 
	 Government should seek to use this position to 
	 exert soft power on the international stage, 
	 championing causes such as: tackling the issue 
	 of unjust systems of global debt, which undermine 
	 development goals and trap countries in cycles of 
	 poverty; demonstrating how we can Make Polluters 
	 Pay for their climate damages, by bringing in a Private 
	 Jet Tax and joining the Global Solidarity Levies Task 
	 Force; and by speaking out for multilateralism and the 
	 rules-based order, at a time when it is under threat. 

The next Scottish Parliamentary elections 
will take place in 2026, at a time when the 
world stands at a crossroads.

The world stands at a crossroads, and so does our nation. 
By doubling down on international development and climate action 
when both are under threat, and speaking out on the global stage 
for peace and justice, Scotland can position itself (small, but mighty) 
as a leader internationally, and standing on the right side of history. 

Yours, 

Lorraine Currie
SCIAF Chief Executive 

SCIAF’s CEO, Lorraine Currie, 
meets community members, Zambia



There have been unconscionable cuts to 
global aid that will cost millions of lives and 
make the world less safe. Whilst many nations 
have cut aid in recent years, there are others 
who have stood firm on development goals, 
including our neighbours and friends in the 
Republic of Ireland.

Scotland too must play its part. That means ensuring 
our own international development, climate and 
humanitarian funding—though modest in scale—
continues to change lives for the better. And it also 
means making sure no Scottish Government money, 
whether through grants, investments, or trade support 
via agencies like Scottish Enterprise or Scottish 
Development International, is linked to companies, 
governments or groups involved in violations of 
international law or human rights.

By protecting and strengthening this contribution, 
Scotland can demonstrate that even small nations can 
lead by example—standing in solidarity with the world’s 
poorest while championing justice and peace. We are 
calling on the next Scottish Government to:

●	 Maintain the International Development Fund (IDF) 
	 at £15m per year and increase the Climate Justice 
	 Fund (CJF) to match this also at £15m per year, 
	 increasing in line with inflation.

●	 Significantly increase the Humanitarian Emergency 
	 Fund (HEF) beyond the current minimum of 
	 £1 million annual allocation, with annual inflationary 
	 growth and a review of its capacity to respond to 
	 simultaneous crises.

●	 Restrict Scotland’s IDF, CJF and HEF to charitable 
	 organisations, excluding “for-profits” from 
	 delivering Scottish ODA, limiting partners to Scottish 
	 organisations and local implementing organisations 
	 in target countries.

●	 Establish a Scottish “aid match” scheme, whereby 
	 International Development funding could “double” 
	 public donations to fund a specific project, 
	 and couple that with a positive communications 
	 programme to demonstrate the positive impact 
	 to the general public in Scotland. 

Funding for a 
Better World

●	 Adopt the International Aid Transparency Initiative 
	 (IATI) standard to allow for structured, real-time 
	 reporting of aid data and improving access for 
	 parliamentarians, media, and the public. 

●	 Introduce a mandatory human rights and ethical 
	 due diligence check for all recipients of public 
	 business funding and support. Exclude funding 
	 or trade promotion for entities linked to forced 
	 labour, illegal settlements, environmental 
	 destruction, child labour and other serious rights 
	 violations.

●	 Introduce a national ethical public procurement 
	 policy to require all public bodies in Scotland 
	 to adopt the highest standards on environmental 
	 sustainability, human rights, and labour standards.

●	 Endorse and implement the UN’s Women, Peace 
	 and Security agenda that promotes the protection 
	 of civilians, particularly women, girls and 
	 marginalised groups who may also face sexual 
	 and gender-based violence. 

●	 Bring forward a new strategy for Scotland’s 
	 contributions to international development and 
	 climate justice. It will be essential that this new 
	 strategy mainstreams gender, takes a “food justice” 
	 approach which aligns with agroecological 
	 principles and helps embed efforts to localise aid.

●	 Designate a senior ministerial lead, ideally at Cabinet 
	 level, to drive cross-government coordination and 
	 accountability for international development and 
	 global justice. 

●	 Maintain international climate change (including 
	 the Climate Justice Fund) as a separate portfolio 
	 under the Cabinet Secretary for Climate Change, 
	 in light of the extensive leadership opportunities 
	 on global climate policy and need for climate finance 
	 to be additional to ODA.

●	 Sign up to the Grand Bargain - a global commitment 
	 from countries and organisations to ensure that at 
	 least 25% of funds are spent by local actors.

“The world is at a 
crossroads, and it has never 

been more vital for richer 
nations to step up and 

finally make good on their 
promises. If we want a safer, 

fairer world then the global 
financial architecture needs 

to stop working against 
poorer nations.”

Julius Ng’oma, 
National Coordinator CISONECC, 

SCIAF Partner



At a time of deep division and crisis, we need 
hope. We need countries and individuals 
prepared to stand up for justice and peace. 
Scotland, though small, has a strong global 
reputation as a nation that strives to be a 
force for good. Scotland has shown that moral 
leadership can echo far beyond our borders.

The challenges ahead are immense. Climate justice, 
international development, and unjust debt are deeply 
interconnected issues that will shape the lives of 
billions over the next century. How we respond will 
determine whether the future is one of deepening 
inequality and conflict, or of greater justice, peace and 
sustainability. We therefore call on the next Scottish 
Government to:

●	 Continue Scotland’s global leadership on climate 
	 justice by introducing new levies that raise money 
	 to make polluters pay for Scotland’s Climate Justice 
	 Fund, and join countries including France, Denmark 
	 and Brazil in the Global Solidarity Levies Task Force 
	 to help unlock global finance solutions to climate 
	 injustice.

●	 Back the campaign for a new UN debt framework 
	 to ensure equitable, multilateral debt resolution and 
	 regulatory reform.  

●	 Promote new global finance architecture, including 
	 fairer tax rules, democratic representation in global 
	 institutions, and protection from extractive lending 
	 and investment. 

●	 Establish a Global Justice Institute in Scotland, 
	 as a hub for ethical arbitration, offering to host 
	 forums or institutions that support multilateral, 
	 rights-based debt resolution and sovereign 
	 transparency.  

Utilise Scotland’s 
‘Soft power’ 

●	 Use the platform of the 2026 Commonwealth 
	 Games and future high-profile events to 
	 demonstrate solidarity with those countries facing 
	 unfair debt. 

●	 Establish a clear international policy position on 
	 peace, and use Scotland’s significant international 
	 reputation to actively champion a rules-based 
	 global order, respect for multilateral decision-
	 making platforms and adherence to international 
	 law in all conflicts.

●	 Commit to champion the pursuit of peace and 
	 justice in the Holy Land, taking all steps necessary 
	 to ensure no public funds in Scotland support any 
	 activities potentially fuelling crimes against 
	 humanity, and push the UK Government to use 
	 all diplomatic measures possible to pressure the 
	 Government of Israel to comply with United Nations 
	 rulings and international law. 

●	 Reintroduce the Scottish Business Pledge for 
	 Ethical Trade that makes human rights and supply 
	 chain due diligence a core, non-optional pledge 
	 requirement. This would encourage companies 
	 to map their supply chains and assess the risks and 
	 mitigation strategies. 

Climate change is driving extreme weather 
events both here in Scotland and across 
the world. Those in the Global South—who 
have done the least to cause the crisis—are 
the ones most deeply affected. In recent 
years, Scotland has become known for its 
championing of Loss and Damage, which 
helped build momentum for this issue and 
the global fund established at COP27. 
By continuing to champion this issue, 
the next Government can continue to punch 
far beyond its weight internationally on the 
issue of climate justice.

But it is essential that this position of leadership is 
maintained in tandem with more leadership at home. 
A just, predictable, well-resourced transition is good 
news for everyone – for the economy, for workers and 
for the planet. What’s more, climate change remains 
the number one threat to people in the poorest 
countries of the world – Scotland has a legal duty to 
get on track to net-zero as soon as possible, and moral 
duty too.

Addressing Climate change 
for a better world

At Home 

●	 Adopt a clear position against all new licences 
	 for North Sea oil and gas exploration and 
	 development, set an end date for fossil fuel 
	 production and use, and immediately start 
	 planning for a managed wind-down. One way 
	 to put down a marker on this is to sign up to the 
	 global Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty. 

●	 Introduce a Private Jet Tax and then reduce wider 
	 aviation demand (with an exemption for 
	 Highlands & Islands lifeline travel only).

●	 Establish a Climate Adaptation Fund for Scotland 
	 fit to ensure full implementation of the third 
	 Scottish National Adaptation Plan, to help 
	 households and businesses withstand the effects 
	 of extreme weather and flooding.

●	 Ensure there is cross ministerial coordination 
	 to deliver on the implementation of a robust 
	 climate change plan to reach net zero as quickly 
	 as possible, by 2045 at the latest.

Internationally 

●	 Continue Scotland’s leadership on Loss and 
	 Damage (L&D) by establishing a Centre of 
	 Excellence for Loss and Damage hosted at 
	 a Scottish University and outlining a 
	 comprehensive L&D funding programme in the 
	 next Parliament plans. 

●	 Join the “Fill the Fund” campaign, actively 
	 championing more grant-based pledges to be 
	 made to the Fund for Responding to Loss and 
	 Damage (FRLD) and champion direct access for 
	 communities to this fund.

●	 Expand existing support for women in climate 
	 action and identify similar mechanisms to 
	 support indigenous communities and persons 
	 with disabilities and other marginalised groups 
	 from the Global South to participate in 
	 international climate fora.

●	 Invest in agroecology as part of its international 
	 development and climate change programmes, 
	 in a way that ensures our overseas development 
	 assistance supports  broader climate goals, 
	 such as the transition away from fossil fuel 
	 intensive means of agricultural production. 

“God does not want war. 
God wants peace! And God 
supports those who commit to 
breaking the spiral of hatred and 
walking in the path of dialogue.” 
– Pope Leo
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